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May 21, 2024 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

At the request of my colleague, Dr. Irving Wiseman, I am writing this note related to his CIRM 
application and the question of the comparative purity of stem cell enrichment utilizing 
methodologies that he and his colleagues that developed over the years, compared to the 
current standard CD34 enrichment procedures that are occasionally used in clinical stem cell 
therapies.  My impression from following his work over the years, as well as the medical 
literature related to the treatment of metastatic breast cancer, is that the methodologies he 
has developed do lead to a more enriched population of purified stem cells with the capacity 
for multilineage differentiation, and importantly, this approach also leads to the depletion of 
contaminating tumor cells which could contribute to relapse after treatment.  The depletion 
of tumor cells from the stem cell graft   eliminates this is a potential source of failure after 
treatment and allows the study to separate recurrent disease from what is infused with the 
graft, from the body burden of cancer at the time of treatment. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 

 
Sincerely  
 
 

 

 
 
Stephen J. Forman, M.D.  
Professor and Staff Physician 
Department of Hematology and 
Hematopoietic Cell Transplantation  
Department of Medical Oncology and Therapeutics Research 
 
 
 

 

 


