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Dear CIRM Board,

We are very excited to have submitted a DISC2 proposal that describes a new iPSC derived neural progenitor prodcuct
engineered to release the powerful growth factor GDNF to prevent motor neurons from dying in ALS. We are doing this
now to ensure a continual pathway of cell product development following our very successful safety studies (completed or
currently underway) using a very similar product but derived from a single unique source of fetal brain tissue. iPSCs will
provide a similar cell product but completely renewable and much easier to commercialize.

We were the only grant to be to have a minority report as we had more than 35% of the committee recommend this grant
for funding (6 were YES and 8 were NO). The major issue seemed to have been lack of novelty. We agree this product
is similar to our last one — but very importantly it allows us to produce a renewable product that is expandable to treat
thousands of patients and will have much more global impact if our early studies are successful.

We hope that there will be enough funding for this round to include this proposal that aims to deliver a unique combined
cell and gene therapy product to patients with ALS.
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