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Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee 
(ICOC) Members 
CIRM is governed by the Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee (ICOC), which is 
composed of up to 35 Californians with expertise in: (1) managing large research grants 
and complex institutions and conducting cutting edge medical research; (2) 
understanding the critical path for the development of successful experimental medical 
treatments and directing the approval process through the Food and Drug 
Administration and other regulatory bodies and ethical committees; and (3) advocating 
on behalf of Californians who suffer from a variety of chronic diseases and injuries. 

Name Affiliation ICOC Position Appointed by 

Eyad Almasri, MD 
Assistant Dean for Research 

University of 
California San 

Francisco, Fresno 

An executive officer 
from the UC 

Appointed by a UC 
Chancellor 

Kim Barrett, PhD 
Vice Dean for Research, 

School of Medicine 
University of 

California, Davis 
An executive officer 

from the UC 
Appointed by a UC 

Chancellor 

Dan Bernal 
    Vice Chancellor, 

Community and Government 
Relations 

University of 
California San 

Francisco 

Patient Advocate, 
HIV/AIDS 

Appointed by the 
California Senate 

President Pro Tempore 

Geroge Blumenthal, PhD 
Chancellor Emeritus 

University of 
California, Santa 

Cruz 

An executive officer 
from a California 

University 

Appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governor 

Maria Bonneville 
ICOC Vice-Chair 

California Institute for 
Regenerative 

Medicine 

Vice-Chair of the 
Governing Board of  

CIRM 

Statutory: elected 
pursuant to Health & 
Saf. Code, section 
125290.20(a)(7) 

Linda Boxer, MD, PhD 
Vice Dean, School of 

Medicine 
Stanford University 

An executive officer 
from a California 

University 

Appointed by the 
Controller 

John Carethers, MD 
Vice Chancellor for Health 

Sciences 

University of 
California, Santa 

Diego 

An executive officer 
from the UC 

Appointed by a UC 
Chancellor 

Judy Chou, PhD 
Chief Executive Officer AltruBio, Inc. 

An executive officer 
of a Commercial 

Life Science Entity 

Appointed by the 
Treasurer 

https://www.cirm.ca.gov/
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Le Ondra Clark Harvey, 
PhD 

Chief Executive Officer 

California Council of 
Community 

Behavioral Health 
Agencies 

Patient Advocate, 
Mental Health 

Appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governor 

Deborah Deas, MD, MPH 
Dean and CEO of Clinical 
Affairs, School of Medicine 

University of 
California, Riverside 

An executive officer 
from the UC 

Appointed by a UC 
Chancellor 

Anne-Marie Duliege, MD 
Deputy Director 

Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation 

An executive officer 
of a Commercial 

Life Science Entity 

Appointed by the 
Controller 

Ysabel Duron 
Founder and Chair 

Latinos Contra 
Cancer 

Patient Advocate, 
Cancer 

Appointed by the 
Controller 

Mark Fischer Colbrie, MBA 
Member 

Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation 

Patient Advocate, 
Type I Diabetes 

Appointed by the 
Treasurer 

Elena Flowers, PhD, RN 
Professor, Physiological 

Nursing 

University of 
California, San 

Francisco 

Nurse with clinical 
trial/stem cell or 
genetic therapy 

delivery 

Appointed by the 
Controller 

Judith Gasson, PhD 
Professor of Medicine Hem-

Onc, Director (Jonsson 
Comprehensive Cancer 

Center), Emerita and Senior 
Advisor for Research and 
Innovation in the David 

Geffen School of Medicine 

University of 
California, Los 

Angeles 

An executive officer 
from the UC 

Appointed by a UC 
Chancellor 

David Higgins, PhD 
Public Policy Council 

Michael J. Fox 
Foundation (formerly 
Parkinson’s Action 

Network) 

Patient Advocate, 
Parkinson’s 

Disease 

Appointed by the 
Controller 

Vito Imbasciani, MD, PhD 
ICOC Chair 

California Institute for 
Regenerative 

Medicine 

Chair of the ICOC, 
Governing Board of 

CIRM 

Statutory: elected 
pursuant to Health & 
Saf. Code, section 
125290.20(a)(7) 

Rich Lajara 
Patient Ambassador Americans for Cures Patient Advocate, 

Spinal Cord Injury 
Appointed by the 

Governor 

https://www.cirm.ca.gov/


 
 

   CIRM.CA.GOV VERSION DATE: NOVEMBER 20, 2024 

 

3 
 
 
 

Name Affiliation ICOC Position Appointed by 

Pat Levitt, PhD 
Chief Scientific Officer, Vice 

President and Director 

Children's Hospital 
Los Angeles 

An executive officer 
from a California 

Research Institute 

Appointed by the 
Controller 

Hala Madanat, PhD, MS 
Vice President for Research 

and Innovation 

San Diego State 
University 

An executive officer 
from a California 

University 

Appointed by the 
Governor 

Linda Malkas, PhD 
Deputy Director of the City of 

Hope’s Comprehensive 
Cancer Center 

City of Hope 
An executive officer 

from a California 
Research Institute 

Appointed by the 
Treasurer 

Shlomo Melmed, MD 
Executive Vice President, 

Academic Affairs & Dean of 
the Medical Faculty 

Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center 

An executive officer 
from a California 

Research Institute 

Appointed by the 
Governor 

Carolyn Meltzer, MD 
Dean, Keck School of 

Medicine 

University of 
Southern California 

An executive officer 
from a California 

Research Institute 

Appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governor 

Christine Miaskowski, RN, 
PhD, FAAN 

Professor and Vice Chair for 
Research 

University of 
California, San 

Francisco 

Nurse with clinical 
trial/stem cell or 
genetic therapy 

delivery 

Appointed by the 
Treasurer 

Lauren Miller Rogen 
Co-Founder Hilarity for Charity 

Patient Advocate, 
Alzheimer’s 

Disease 

Appointed by the 
Governor 

Adriana Padilla, MD 
Physician 

Community Medical 
Providers 

Patient Advocate, 
Type II Diabetes 

Appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governor 

Joe Panetta 
President and Chief 

Executive Officer 
BioCom 

An executive officer 
from a Commercial 
Life Science Entity 

Appointed by the 
Governor 

Marvin Southard, DSW 
Founding Partner 

Capstone Solutions 
Consulting Group 

Patient Advocate, 
Mental Health 

Appointed by the 
Governor 

Michael Stamos, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine 

University of 
California, Irvine 

An executive officer 
from the UC 

Appointed by a UC 
Chancellor 

https://www.cirm.ca.gov/
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Karol Watson, MD, PhD, 
FACC 

Professor of 
Medicine/Cardiology 

University of 
California, Los 

Angeles | American 
Heart Association 

Patient Advocate, 
Heart Disease 

Appointed by the 
Treasurer 

Kevin Xu 
Chief Executive Officer MEBO International Patient Advocate, 

Mental Health 

Appointed by the 
Speaker of the 

Assembly 

Keith Yamamoto, PhD 
Vice Chancellor, Science 

Policy and Strategy 

University of 
California, San 

Francisco 

An executive officer 
from the UC 

Appointed by a UC 
Chancellor 

Open Seat  

Patient Advocate, 
Amyotrophic 

Lateral Sclerosis 
(ALS) or Multiple 

Sclerosis 

Appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governor 

Open Seat  
An executive officer 

of a Commercial 
Life Science Entity 

Appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governor 

Open Seat  
An executive officer 

from a California 
University 

Appointed by the 
Treasurer 

https://www.cirm.ca.gov/
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Alternate ICOC Members 
 
Any Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee (ICOC) member who is an executive 
officer of a California university, a nonprofit research institution or life science 
commercial entity may appoint an executive officer of the entity or a dean of the medical 
school as their alternate. 

 

Alternate Member ICOC Member Institution 

 
Donald Taylor, PhD, MBA, CLP 

Chief Ventures Officer of UC Davis 
Health 

 

Kim Barrett, PhD 
Vice Dean for Research, School of 

Medicine 
University of 

California, Davis 

 
Joyce Sackey, MD, FACP 

Chief Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
Officer; Associate Dean, School of 

Medicine 
 

Linda Boxer, MD, PhD 
Vice Dean for Stanford University 

School of Medicine 
Stanford University 

 
Monica Carson, PhD 

Professor and Chair of Biomedical 
Sciences S. Sue Johnson Presidential 

Endowed Chair 
 

Deborah Deas, MD, MPH 
Dean and CEO of Clinical Affairs, 

School of Medicine 
University of 

California, Riverside 

 
Jeffrey Golden, MD 

Executive Vice Dean, Research and 
Education 

 

Shlomo Melmed, MD 
Executive Vice President, Academic 
Affairs & Dean of the Medical Faculty 

Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center 

 
Suzanne Sandmeyer, PhD 

Vice Dean for Research School of 
Medicine 

 

Michael Stamos, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine 

University of 
California, Irvine 

 
Harold Collard, MD, MS 

Vice Chancellor for Research, Vice 
Chancellor Research Professor of 

Medicine and Health Policy 
 

Keith Yamamoto, PhD 
Vice Chancellor, Science Policy and 

Strategy 

University of 
California, San 

Francisco 
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